LICK OF THE WEEK

Lonnie Johnson    Life Saver Blues
This week’s lick, performed by Lonnie Johnson, is from way back in 1927.  Originally recorded on a  12-string acoustic guitar, Lonnie manages to bend strings and play with a facility that most would attribute to electric playing.

The lick, taken from his entrance into the guitar solo, Johnson plays 4 bars of 3rds (the interval, discussed Lesson 17 of Blues You Can Use) and moves into the IV chord, where we leave off here.  The 3rds are all played on the top two strings, though you can find them on strings 2 and. I encourage you to find them (hint: they are found up the neck from the ones on the top strings.)  

Life Saver Blues, the tune this lick is taken from can be found on Lonnie Johnson, Swing Out Rhythm (Blues Boar Records CDBB 1020-CP018).  While you will find him in the blues bins, Lonnie Johnson is, in my opinion, an important link between blues and jazz guitar.  Not only is his music great, it is enlightening and educational to listen to.

Enjoy.

JG

